[Two cases of generalized tetanus presenting with dysphagia as an initial symptom].
We describe two patients with generalized tetanus, a 60-year-old man and a 76-year-old woman, presenting with dysphagia as an initial symptom of the disease. Eighty percent of patients with generalized tetanus manifest dysphagia on admission to a hospital. However, dysphagia is rare as an initial symptom. Both our patients had dysphagia as their initial symptom, followed by neck stiffness and trismus. We made a diagnosis of generalized tetanus based on these neurological findings in the absence of an apparent episode of trauma. After the administration of tetanus immunoglobulin on admission, they recovered without exhibiting generalized convulsion, autonomic storm, or any other serious complications. The vaccination of tetanus toxoid cannot maintain sufficient antibody titers more than ten years. Therefore, elderly people are considered susceptible to tetanus. We suggest that tetanus should be considered in the differential diagnosis of dysphagia particularly in elderly patients. We also suggest that treatment of tetanus should be initiated immediately, because tetanus still has a high mortality rate at present.